Abstract. Recent investigations aimed at estimating the distance to the young LMC cluster NGC 1866 have made use of Red Clump stars in the surrounding LMC field, together with empirical and theoretical Main-Sequence fitting methods, and have found significantly different distances for the field and the cluster, the latter being closer by in distance modulus by ∆(DM)∼0.20 mag. In this paper we (re-)consider the Cepheid star population of NGC 1866, to try to shed some light on this discrepancy. By combining various extensive photometric datasets in B, V, I and single-epoch 2MASS JHK photometry, P L relationships for the cluster Cepheids are obtained. A comparison between the field LMC and cluster P L relationships for the reddening free Wesenheit index gives a firm determination of the distance between the cluster and the LMC main body (0.04 mag in distance modulus, the cluster being more distant) which, coupled to a model for the geometry of the LMC disk, provides ∆(DM) ranging between 0.0 and −0.11 mag. The simultaneous comparison of the P L relationships in B, V and I for the cluster and LMC field gives an estimate of the cluster reddening, which results to be E(B − V ) = 0.12 ± 0.02. This determination is higher than the canonical value of 0.06 mag used in all previous studies, but we show that it is not in contradiction with a re-analysis of independent estimates. The adoption of the LMC extinction law recently presented by Gordon et al. (2003) does not change these results. The cluster Main Sequence fitting distance obtained with this new reddening is DM = 18.58 ± 0.08, fully compatible with the Red Clump value of DM = 18.53 ±0.07(random) +0.02 −0.05 (systematic) and the Cepheid constraint on ∆(DM). Finally, we determined the distance to the cluster by using a Cepheid Wesenheit P L relationship with slope coming from LMC observations, and absolute magnitude zero point calibrated on Hipparcos parallaxes of Galactic Cepheids, in the assumption that the relationship is independent of metallicity; the resulting DM = 18.65 ± 0.10 is not an accurate estimate of the LMC distance because of possible metallicity effects but, when compared to the revised Main Sequence fitting value, it points out to a possibly weak dependence of the Wesenheit P L relationship on the Cepheid chemical composition, at least in the period range between 2.5 and 3.5 days.
Introduction
Two recent papers considered the distance to the young LMC cluster NGC 1866 based on empirical and theoretical MainSequence (MS) fitting techniques, and on the Red Clump (RC) distance to the LMC field around the cluster. Walker et al. (2002) used a MS-fitting method employing theoretical isochrones to derive a distance modulus (DM) to the cluster DM = 18.35 ± 0.05, and a reddening of E(B − V ) = 0.060-0.064. Salaris et al. (2003a, hereafter S03) employed the same cluster photometry to derive DM = 18.33 ± 0.08 (for an adopted reddening of 0.064) using a completely empirical MS-fitting method, based a large sample of local subdwarfs with accurate parallax and [Fe/H] determination; however, when they applied the RC method (following the procedure by Alves et al. 2000 Salaris & Girardi 2002) for deriving the distance to the surrounding LMC field, it resulted a distance modulus DM = 18.53 ± 0.07 (a similar value of 18.47 ± 0.05 is obtained by Pietrzyński & Gieren 2002 using the RC in the K-band). This DM discrepancy ∆(DM) = 0.20 ± 0.10 between RC and MS-fitting distances reflects the more general dichotomy in the LMC distance estimates found in the literature (see, e.g., Benedict et al. 2002 for a recent summary of the LMC distance determinations). S03 discussed possible reasons for this occurrence, as an underestimated cluster metallicity, a photometric zero point error, the possibility that the cluster is located about 5 Kpc closer than the underlying field population, but no definitive conclusion was reached.
NGC 1866 contains a sizable Cepheid population, and therefore an independent distance estimate is potentially available. Shapley & Nail (1950) and Thackeray (1951) independently discovered the first Cepheids in NGC 1866, and first photometry and periods were published by Arp & Thackeray 2 Groenewegen & Salaris: The Cepheid distance to the LMC cluster NGC 1866 (1967; hereafter AT67) ; from Period-Luminosity (P L) and Period-Luminosity-Colour (P LC) relations with the then available calibration they derived a DM to the cluster of 18.44 ± 0.15 (for a reddening of E(B − V ) = 0.06). After the publication by Walker (1987, hereafter Wa87) of the first CCD light curves for seven cluster Cepheids, Storm et al. (1988) report the discovery of 10 new Cepheid candidates. Welch et al. (1991;  hereafter We91) present new CCD photometry and radial velocity measurements of these new and previously known objects. For a reddening of E(B − V ) = 0.06, and an assumed P LC-relation they derive DM = 18.57 ± 0.01 (internal error only). These data were then used by Côte et al. (1991) for a Baade-Wesselink analysis to derive effective temperatures and radii, and DM = 18.6 ± 0.3. Gieren, Richtler & Hilker (1994) derived an improved DM = 18.47 ± 0.20 from the first V RIbased Baade-Wesselink analysis of 3 cluster Cepheids. Gieren et al. (2000a;  hereafter G2000) report extensive new BV RI photometry for seven Cepheids and provide improved periods, and at the same time Gieren et al. (2000b) discuss the application of the infrared surface brightness Baade-Wesselink method on a Cepheid (HV 12198) in the cluster. From this one star, they determine DM = 18.42 ± 0.10.
It is clear that today extensive photometry for many of the Cepheids in NGC 1866 does exist. Single-epoch infra-red data are also potentially available from the 2MASS survey. Current Cepheid-based distance estimates date back to more than 10 years ago, i.e. in the era before the Hipparcos based calibration of the ZP of the Galactic P L-relation, and before the huge datasets of field Cepheids in the Magellanic Clouds, discovered by the microlensing surveys. The aim of the present paper is therefore to combine all available data for the Cepheids in NGC 1866 with our current knowledge of field LMC and Galactic Cepheids, in order to shed some light on the dichotomy of distances estimated from MS-fitting and the RCmethod. In Sect. 2 we discuss the available Cepheid photometric data; inferences from their P L relationships will be analysed in Sect. 3, and a discussion about the implications for the cluster distance follows in Sect. 4.
Photometry of NGC 1866 Cepheids
We considered the photometry (V , and when available B and I) from G2000, We91, Wa87 and AT67. As previously noted and discussed in the relevant papers, there is for some stars a small difference between the different sets of photometry (e.g., see the phase diagrams by G2000). Furthermore, the photometry in AT67 is made of photographic magnitudes whereas data in the other papers are obtained using CCDs. Lastly, G2000 and We91 quote (internal) errors while Wa87 and AT67 do not. On the other hand we want to use as much data as possible with representative errors to make full use of all available information. It should also pointed out that crowding is a potential problem for the Cepheids closer to the centre of the cluster (in particular the Cepheids with the V prefix in their name) and new photometry under excellent seeing conditions would be valuable.
In order to do so we took a two-step approach. As a first step, we fixed the periods to the most accurate known values (i.e. as quoted in the paper based on the single dataset with most observations, hence G2000 in most cases). For each dataset we then solved for the amplitude and phase, using the numerical code "Period98" (Sperl 1998) . We also considered lightcurves with a suitable number of harmonics (typically 3 to 5), solving again for the amplitudes and phases, the relevant output quantities being the mean magnitude and the r.m.s. The difference between the mean magnitudes obtained with different datasets gives an indication of the photometric offsets, and the rms gives an indication of the error in an individual measurement.
Based on this exercise, an error of 0.008 mag was assigned to Wa87 data, and 0.05 to the V -band data in AT67. In addition, the following offsets were added to the published photometries in order to put them on the same system as G2000: +0.039 mag (I, Wa87, HV 12197), +0.082 mag (V , We91, HV 12200), −0.066 mag (I, Wa87, HV 12203), and to the photographic Vband in AT67 we added +0.095 mag for HV 12197, 12198, 12199, 12205, +0.212 mag for HV 12202 and +0.079 mag for HV 12203.
In case of the B-band we added +0.04 mag (Wa87, HV 12197), −0.06 mag (We91, HV 12197) +0.02 mag (Wa87, HV 12199), +0.02 mag (We91, HV 12199), +0.15 mag (We91, HV 12200), −0.02 mag (Wa87, HV 12202), +0.05 mag (We91, HV 12202), +0.06 mag (Wa87, HV 12203), +0.03 mag (We91, HV 12203) and −0.02 mag (We91, V7).
HV 12204 was not considered as it is likely a non-member based on its radial velocity (Wa87).
In a second step we combined all datasets (with offsets and proper weighting applied) and performed a Fourier analysis solving for the primary frequency, amplitudes and phases. The results are listed in Tables 1, 2 and 3. When fitting the B and Iband lightcurve the frequencies where fixed to that determined from the V -lightcurves. Also listed is the rms in the final fit. This number will be used in the next section to characterise the error in the mean magnitude when using the P L-relationship.
In the case of the B-band, keeping the frequency also as a free parameter resulted in a different frequency by (1-3) 10 −6 cycles/day at most, and no significant change in the mean magnitude and rms values. For the stars in common, the periods derived here and those quoted in G2000 agree within their respective 2σ error bars.
The quantities R 21 = A 2 /A 1 and φ 21 = φ 2 − 2φ 1 (where A i and φ i represent the amplitude and phase of the (i-1)-harmonic in the Fourier expansion) can be used to distinguish fundamental (FU) from first overtone (FO) pulsators (e.g. Udalski et al. 1999b) ; when applying this technique we found that Cepheid V8 is a first overtone pulsator (We87 already suggested this purely on the basis of its short period). For V4 the situation is ambiguous and it is kept as a FU pulsator. In case of V6, although the amplitude ratio suggests it is a FU, the object is treated as a FO pulsator for reasons given below (note that We87 also suggested it to be a probable FO pulsator). When plotted on a V -band P L-diagram (like Fig. 3 below) , it would stand out as a clear outlier at its observed period of 2.05 days, being about 0.4 mag brighter than the mean relation at that period, a deviation by many sigmas. At the same time, it falls almost exactly in the middle of datapoints of FO pulsators in the LMC field at that period (Udalski et al. 1999a ). In addition, the number of field LMC Cepheids in the period range 2.03 < P < 2.07 d is 0 FU and 15 FO, and in the extended range 2.00 < P < 2.10 d is 4 FU and 33 FO. This statistical argument (in the hypothesis that cluster and field Cepheids share the same properties), and the fact that it is located on top of the Vband P L-relation of LMC field FO Cepheids, make us believe that V6 is an overtone pulsator. If this object is excluded from our analysis, the results we present in the following are completely unaffected. All other Cepheids in our sample appear to be FU pulsators.
For the FO variables V6 and V8 the observed period (P 1 ) has been transformed into the corresponding fundamental one (P 0 ) according to (Feast & Catchpole 1997) :
In addition to B, V and I data, single-epoch JHK photometry was collected from the 2MASS all-sky release (Cutri et al. 2003) . Accurate coordinates are not immediately available in the literature for the Cepheids, and therefore coordinates were retrieved using a FITS image containing the necessary WCS (World Coordinate System) keywords and the finding charts in AT67, Storm et al. (1988) and We91. The photometry with errors and the coordinates, as given by 2MASS, are listed in Table 4 . In general, the stars are faint (for 2MASS) and the error bars are substantial. Monitoring these stars in the infrared with modern instrumentation would be valuable. It is immediately evident that the photometry for HV 12200 is very different from all others. Possibly, we have identified the wrong star, or there is an unnoticed problem with the 2MASS photometry for this object. This star was not used when fitting the Kband P L-relation.
Analysis
The previous study of the available Cepheid photometry has provided us with mean B,V magnitudes for 11 objects, K single epoch magnitudes for 10 objects, and I mean magnitudes for 7 objects; from the V and I magnitudes we computed the corresponding values of the reddening independent Wesenheit index W = I − 1.55(V − I), like in Udalski et al. (1999a, hereafter U99) . In Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4 we display the P L relationships for the cluster Cepheids in V , I, B and W ; we fitted to the data, as customary, a P L-relation of the type
with the index c being W, I, B and V . We obtained slopes equal to −3.47± 0.48 in W , −2.94± 0.17 in I, −2.40± 0.50 in B and −2.52± 0.33 in V . Due to the small number of objects the error on the slopes is substantial, but it does still allow interesting inferences. First of all, we have compared these slopes to the corresponding values for the LMC field Cepheids as obtained by Groenewegen (2000) from the data by U99, i.e., −3.337, −2.963, −2.352 1 and −2.765 in W , I, B and V respectively, with very small errorbars. It is evident that the cluster P L slopes are in formal agreement with the field ones. identifier, mean magnitude, period in days with the uncertainty in the last digit between parenthesis, the rms in the fit, the number of datapoints, and then the amplitude and phase of the Fourier components, one component in each line. The solutions listed for B and I in Tables 2 and 3 have been obtained with the frequency indicated here. Leaving the frequency as a free parameter will lead to very small differences in the derived quantities, that have been the basis for attributing an error to the period.
We have then compared the cluster slopes with the recent results by Tammann, Sandage & Reindl (2003) for Galactic Cepheids; the authors re-calibrated the Galactic P L relationship by combining absolute magnitudes of Cepheids in open clusters (distances obtained from the MS-fitting technique) with absolute magnitudes of other Cepheids obtained from surface brightness methods, and obtained slopes equal to −2.757 ± 0.112, −3.408 ± 0.095 and −3.141 ± 0.100 in B, I and V , respectively. These values are significantly different from the results for the field LMC Cepheids, pointing out to a clear dependence of the slopes of the P L relationships on the Cepheid metallicities. It is also evident that the cluster P L slopes are significantly different from the Galactic ones, even accounting for their associated large error. Fouqué, Storm & Gieren (2003) provide an alternative calibration for the Galactic Cepheids slopes, based on surface brightness methods: −3.57± 0.10 in W , −3.24± 0.11 in I, −2.72± 0.12 in B, and −3.06± 0.11 in V ; again, the slopes in B, V and I are different than in case of the LMC field Cepheids, and are also different from the NGC 1866 results at more than 1σ level. The result that Galactic Cepheids have a different P L slopes compared to the LMC ones contradicts the standard assumption of universality of the P L relationship; if confirmed, this occurrence allows one to firmly exclude a solar metallicity for NGC 1866 (one of the possible explanations for the distance discrepancy mentioned in S03).
As for the P L relationship in K (Fig. 5 ) the data are very much scattered, and do not allow a meaningful determination of the P L slope in this photometric band.
The second step in our analysis has been the determination of the distance of NGC 1866 from the LMC main body by using Cepheid stars. Due to the statistical agreement between the P L slopes (in W , I, B and V ) for the cluster First, we fitted the W P L relationship for the field LMC Cepheids to the cluster objects; this relationship is reddening independent, therefore we do not have to use any information regarding the cluster E(B − V ). Adopting the ZP for the LMC field Cepheids from Groenewegen (2000), we obtained a relative distance modulus of 0.04 ± 0.03 mag with respect to the LMC one, implying that the cluster is slightly more distant than the LMC main body. In order to establish a connection between this result and the distance between the cluster and its surrounding LMC field, one needs a model for the geometry of the LMC. There is a general consensus about the fact that the LMC is a disk galaxy with an approximately planar geometry; the two basic parameters to be evaluated are the inclination angle i and the position angle θ of the line of nodes (the intersection of the galaxy plane and the sky plane), for which different estimates exist in the literature, as reported in Table 5 . These different values for i and θ imply different distances between the field around NGC 1866 and the LMC centre, as displayed in Table 5 . For a distance modulus of ∼18.50 mag to the galaxy centre, the distances reported in Table 5 correspond to a difference between −0.07 and +0.04 mag around this value. By interpreting the cluster distance modulus offset by 0.04±0.03 mag with respect to the galaxy main body as the distance between NGC 1866 and the LMC centre, we obtain a difference of the distance moduli to the cluster and the surrounding field ∆(DM) ranging between zero and −0.11 mag (the field being closer), depending on the accepted values of i and θ. This result definitely rules out the possibility that the value ∆(DM) = +0.20 ± 0.10 obtained by S03 can be attributed to the cluster being closer. At this point we can also redetermine the cluster reddening by imposing that the distances obtained from the B, V and I P L relationships (which depend on the assumed cluster reddening) must provide the same relative distance from the LMC main body as obtained from W . We do not use the K-band to derive E(B − V ), due to the large spread of the cluster data in this P L plane and its weak sensitivity to the reddening; however, we will employ K data (with the P L slope fixed by the LMC field Cepheids, as determined by Groenewegen 2000) as a sanity check for the results obtained from V and I.
In our analysis we will use the following extinction ratios:
following Schlegel et al. (1998) , homogeneously with the OGLE-II (Udalski et al. 1999b ) extinction maps; we recall that the zero point of the LMC P L relationships is derived from U99 data and the OGLE-II extinction maps, which provide an average reddening E(B − V ) = 0.15 for the LMC Cepheids. By assuming the canonical value E(B − V ) = 0.06, the cluster results to be more distant than the LMC main body by 0.31 mag in B, 0.22 mag in V and 0.18 mag in I. Obviously, this dependence on colour suggests an incorrect reddening, and in fact we obtain agreement between the distances in B, V, I and W only when the reddening is higher than the canonical value. More in detail, we compute various distances cluster-LMC main body, by fixing the reddening each time at a different value. For each reddening selection a distance with its associated 1σ error is obtained. Typical errors obtained from the fitting procedure are ±0.02 mag in I, ±0.05 mag in V and ±0.07 mag in B; we then enforce the condition that the 'true' cluster reddening has to provide the same (within the respective error bars) relative distance in all of the three photometric bands, equal to the value obtained from the reddening free W index. We obtain E(B − V ) = 0.12 ± 0.02, where the error bar is basically determined by the more precise I-band data. This is an important result, because it points out to a severe underestimate of the cluster reddening, with relevant implications for the MS-fitting distance. This reddening is also consistent (in the limit of the large dispersion of the K-band data) with the constraint imposed by the K-band data.
We have also performed, as a consistency check, a comparison between the positions of the cluster and field Cepheids in the (V − I) 0 − I 0 Colour Magnitude Diagram (the V -and I-band P L relationships for the cluster Cepheids are the best defined ones), to verify if the cluster Cepheids are within the Colour Magnitude Diagram instability strip of the LMC field objects. Only FU field objects are displayed, since all cluster Cepheids with I photometry available happen to be FU pulsators. We have used E(B − V ) = 0.12 for the cluster, the OGLE-II reddenings for the field Cepheids, and we have applied a correction of −0.04 mag to the I magnitudes of the cluster objects, to account for their distance to the main body of the LMC derived before. Figure 6 displays the result of this comparison, and shows clearly that E(B −V ) = 0.12 for NGC 1866 is compatible with the location of the instability strip at the LMC metallicity.
As a final step we can try to derive an absolute value for the distance to NGC 1866 by applying a calibration for the absolute magnitude of the zero point of the Cepheids P L rela-tionship. The release of the Hipparcos database has prompted a calibration of the zero point based on parallaxes of Galactic Cepheids by means of the reduced parallax method (see, e.g., Feast & Catchpole 1997 , Groenewegen & Oudmaijer 2000 , Groenewegen 2000 ; the basic assumption in this calibration is that the slope of the Galactic P L relationships are the same as in the LMC, where they can be accurately determined. The results by Tammann et al. (2003) and Fouqué et al. (2003) mentioned before seem to clearly point out to a dependence on metallicity, at least for the slope, whereas the situation about the zero point is not clear; therefore LMC distance estimates obtained with this kind of calibrations are affected by some uncertainty. Nevertheless, we applied the Groenewegen (2000) calibration of the absolute magnitude zero point of the reddening independent Wesenheit P L relationship to our NGC 1866 sample, obtaining a cluster distance modulus DM = 18.65 ± 0.10. Clearly, on the basis of the previous discussion, the reddening dependent distances obtained from the V , I (and K) P L relationships would provide a consistent result when E(B − V ) = 0.12 ± 0.02 is assumed. Based on the geometrical corrections in Table 5 , the field surrounding NGC 1866 is located between DM = 18.65 and DM = 18.54. Notice how this last value agrees well with the RC distance estimated by S03.
Discussion
In the previous section we have obtained important results from the analysis of NGC 1866 Cepheid population. First, we have been able to derive a reddening independent relative distance between the cluster and the surrounding field, that goes in the opposite way with respect to what is necessary to explain the discrepancy found by S03. Cluster Cepheids provide a difference between the distance to the field around NGC 1866 and the distance to the cluster, ∆(DM), ranging between zero and −0.11 (depending on the exact geometry of the LMC disk), whereas S03 found ∆(DM) = +0.20 ± 0.10.
Second, from the observed P L relationships in V and I we have obtained a new estimate of the cluster reddening, E(B − V ) = 0.12 ± 0.02, which is on the same scale as the OGLE-II extinction maps of the LMC. This reddening is about twice the canonical value used for the cluster.
Third, in the assumption of universality of the Cepheid P L relationships, we have obtained a cluster distance modulus DM = 18.65 ± 0.10. Based on the geometrical corrections reported in Table 5 , this Cepheid distance implies that the field surrounding NGC 1866 is located at a distance between DM = 18.65 and DM = 18.54.
The new result about the cluster reddening has very important implications for the distance discrepancy discussed in S03; first of all, let us reexamine those results. The RC distance to the field surrounding NGC 1866 derived by S03 is DM = 18.53 ± 0.07, and the simultaneous reddening determination provided E(B − V ) = 0.05 ± 0.02. In a very recent paper Salaris, Percival & Girardi (2003b) have studied in detail the systematic errors involved in the RC distance method, when one takes into account current uncertainties in the determination of the star formation history of the LMC, which is a crucial input parameter for applying the method.
Based on Salaris et al. (2003b) results, one should revise the error bar on the previous estimate, obtaining DM = 18.53 ±0.07(random) +0.02 −0.05 (systematic) and E(B − V ) = 0.05 ± 0.02(random) +0.06 −0.04 (systematic), where the systematic error is due to the uncertainty in the LMC star formation history. The MS-fitting distance to the cluster is DM = 18.33 ± 0.08 when using a reddening E(B − V ) = 0.064 ± 0.011 and the spectroscopic metallicity [Fe/H] = −0.5± 0.1.
Our new determination of the cluster E(B − V ) provides a higher value, which implies a longer cluster distance from the MS-fitting technique, and therefore a potential solution to the distance problem found by S03. In light of the importance of this issue, we have reexamined the existing case for the canonical value E(B − V ) = 0.06 for the cluster.
The most direct empirical estimate of the cluster reddening before our analysis was based on photoelectric U BV photometry of 4 stars observed by Walker (1974) . The author compared the position of these 4 stars in the (U − B) − (B − V ) plane with a not clearly specified standard Pop I MS, and obtained (assuming E(U −B) = 0.72E(B−V )) a value quoted as E(B − V ) = 0.061 ± 0.0008 averaging over the individual determinations made for the 4 stars (3 of them with 2 independent measurements, one with just one measurement); the formal error is extremely small, and it is possibly due only to the propagation of the internal error on the individual photometric data. However, the individual reddening estimates show a dispersion of ∼0.035 mag around this mean value, which we believe is a better estimate of the error. Here, we have redetermined the cluster reddening (see Fig. 7 ) using the same method and cluster data, but using the standard MS Pop I sequence as reported in Table 3 .9 of Binney & Merrifield (1998) . We have preliminarily checked two important effects. The first one is that the cluster Cepheids have metallicity lower than solar, the second one is that the observed 4 stars are most likely evolved off the Zero Age MS, whereas the standard Pop I sequence represents the Zero Age MS. In order to check the error introduced by these two factors, we used as a guideline the behaviour of theoretical isochrones (Girardi et al. 2000) of ages between 100 and 200 Myr (the typical age of the cluster) in the (U −B)−(B−V ) plane, and found that both effects are practically negligible for the objects observed in NGC 1866. We then obtained from the colour-colour diagram a reddening E(B − V ) = 0.08 ± 0.03, comparable with the Cepheid estimate. In addition, from the (B − V ) and (U − B) colours of one blue MS star reported by Wa87, we obtained E(B − V ) = 0.10 ± 0.02 by applying the same method.
The second evaluation used to support the canonical E(B− V ) = 0.06 was performed by van den Bergh & Hagen (1968) . They determined the reddening for a number of LMC clusters by comparing their integrated colours with a standard sequence of intrinsic colours of Galactic open clusters (based on results by Gray 1965 and Schmidt-Kaler 1967) , in the (U −B)−(B−V ) plane. They provide E(B−V ) = 0.06 for the cluster; the error bar on the individual estimate is unspecified but they clearly state that 'it should be emphasised that individual reddening values are quite uncertain'. Moreover, they did not take into account the effect of a possible metallicity differ- Walker (1974) to determine the cluster reddening. Different symbols correspond to different stars; 3 out of 4 stars have 2 observations. The solid line represents the Pop I standard Zero Age MS from Binney & Merrifield (1998) . The direction of the reddening vector is also displayed.
ence between NGC 1866 and Galactic open clusters. We redetermined the cluster reddening using this same procedure, and both the colours provided by van den Bergh & Hagen (1968) and the recent redetermination by Bica et al. (1996) , which is 0.01 mag bluer in (B − V ) and 0.04 mag redder in (U − B). We have used two alternative colour-colour standard sequences for the Galactic open clusters (see Fig. 8 ); the first one is the relationship given by Eq. (2) of Schmidt-Kaler (1967) , which provides E(B − V ) = 0.14±0.02 and E(B − V ) = 0.10±0.02 from the van den Bergh & Hagen (1968) and Bica et al. (1996) colours, respectively. In case of using the standard sequence reported in Eq. (6) of van den Bergh & Hagen (1968) , we obtain E(B − V ) = 0.06±0.02 and E(B − V ) = 0.01±0.02. The error bar on the individual determinations is due to the photometric error only, and not to the error associated to the determination of the standard sequences. It has been possible also to estimate the effect of the chemical composition, by using the theoretical results by Girardi et al. (1995) . In the hypothesis that the Galactic standard sequence has solar metallicity, for a typical cluster age of 100 Myr and [Fe/H] = −0.5 the estimates given above should be reduced by about 0.02 mag.
It is evident, on the base of this discussion, that the cluster integrated colours do not provide strong constraints on the cluster reddening due especially to the uncertainty in the standard Galactic sequence, and are not in clear contradiction with the reddening obtained from the Cepheids.
As a further check we have compared the cluster reddening with determinations of E(B − V ) for the surrounding field. As discussed before, the multicolour RC method gives E(B − V ) Bica et al. (1996) , the open circle the van den Bergh and Hagen (1968) colours. The quoted photometric errors are equal to 0.02 mag in (B − V ) and (U − B) for Bica et al. (1996) data, 0.02 mag in (B − V ) and 0.01 mag in (U − B) for van den Bergh and Hagen (1968) data. The solid line represents the Pop I standard sequence by SchmidtKaler (1967) , the dotted line the standard sequence used by van den Bergh & Hagen (1968) . The direction of the reddening vector is also displayed. = 0.05 ±0.02(random) +0.06 −0.04 (systematic) which, within the non negligible error bar, is not inconsistent with the Cepheid cluster value. We have in addition used the same OGLE-II technique to derive the reddening for the field around the cluster. The method is based on the assumption that the observed RC brightness in the I-band is constant in the LMC (at least for the bar-inner disk fields observed by OGLE-II) -due to similar Star Formation Histories -and therefore differences in its apparent I magnitude correspond to extinction (hence reddening) differences when geometrical effects are negligible or accounted for. The zero point of the reddening (with an associated uncertainty by ±0.02) is fixed by other independent calibrators and confirmed by the recent work by Tammann et al. (2003) . By comparing the RC apparent I magnitude given by S03 for the field around the cluster, with the OGLE-II fields close to the LMC centre, we obtain E(B −V ) = 0.11 ± 0.02. An additional systematic error by +0.036 −0.020 has to be added to this value, due to the uncertain geometric correction to the observed field, thus providing E(B − V ) = 0.11 +0.04 −0.03 , consistent with the cluster reddening.
All this analysis is clearly based on the assumption that the extinction laws in the Galaxy and the LMC are the same in the B, V , I wavelength range. It is not completely clear if there are differences for these photometric bands, but very recently Gordon et al. (2003) have published an average LMC extinc-tion law which is slightly different from the Galactic one used in our study. More in detail, from Gordon et al. (2003) paper one obtains A B = 4.41E(B − V ), A V = 3.41E(B − V ) and A B = 2.14E(B − V ); with these ratios the Wesenheit reddening free index becomes W = I − 1.69(V − I) and one also finds that E(U − B) = 0.88E(B − V ). We have therefore redetermined the cluster reddening and the distance between the cluster and the LMC main body by using this LMC extinction law. Of course, this test overestimates the net effect of the LMC reddening law, because part of the extinction towards the cluster and the LMC field is due to the Galaxy (hence one should use the Galactic extinction law), and part to the LMC internal extinction.
First of all, we have considered the Wesenheit index, and obtained a cluster distance modulus relative to the LMC main body equal to 0.05 ± 0.03 mag, almost the same value as for the case of using Galactic extinction ratios. We have then reestimated the cluster reddening from its Cepheid population by using the same procedure discussed in the previous section. As a first step we redetermined the zero points of the OGLE-II reddening maps using the Gordon et al. (2003) LMC extinction law; we found that the E(B − V ) zero points are changed by at most 0.01 mag (in the direction of increased reddening). We then corrected appropriately the individual field Cepheid reddenings by considering a zero point E(B-V) higher by 0.01 mag and employing the LMC extinction ratios; we redetermined the field P L relationships, that show an unchanged slope and zero points slightly brighter than what used in the previous chapter. These relationships have been then fitted to the cluster data (using again the above mentioned LMC reddening law) and, using the same procedure as before, we obtained a cluster reddening that is within 0.01 mag of the value 0.12±0.02 estimated before.
It appears therefore that changes in the extinction ratios consistent with available observations do not influence appreciably our determination of the reddening to the cluster. Also the estimates based on the colour-colour diagrams discussed before are not altered by more than 0.01 mag when using these LMC extinction ratios.
We can now conclude by studying the effect of this new reddening determination on the MS-fitting distance modulus 2 . When the Cepheid-based E(B − V ) = 0.12 ± 0.02 is employed, and assuming the same spectroscopic metallicity [Fe/H]= −0.5 ± 0.1 as in S03, the cluster DM is increased by 0.25 mag with respect to S03 results, giving DM = 18.58 ± 0.08; when compared to the RC distance of the surrounding LMC field, this distance provides ∆(DM) = −0.05 ± 0.10(random) +0.02 −0.05 (systematic), in agreement with the values inferred from the Cepheids plus the geometrical corrections. The absolute values of the distance to the LMC obtained from both the RC method and the cluster MS-fitting are therefore consistent. It is interesting to notice that, within the 1σ error bar, this MS-fitting distance is consistent with the result by Gieren et al. (2000b) , based on the infrared surface brightness technique applied to one cluster Cepheid, which provides DM = 18.42 ± 0.10. This latter determination, albeit based at the moment on just one object, is largely insensitive to uncertainties in the adopted reddening and extinction ratios, and therefore provides an independent check for the consistency of our reddening and distance estimates 3 . Our revised MS-fitting cluster distance is also in agreement, within the corresponding 1σ error bars, with the distance obtained from the Wesenheit P L relationship applied to the cluster Cepheid population, in the assumption that it does not depend on the metallicity. By fixing the P L slope to the value observed in the LMC and calibrating its zero point absolute magnitude on Galactic Cepheids with Hipparcos parallaxes (Groenewegen 2000) , this P L relationship provides DM = 18.65 ± 0.10 for the cluster. This implies that within the period range spanned by the cluster Cepheids considered in our analysis, the metallicity effects on the Wesenheit P L relationship appear to be small, and probably in the direction of slightly overestimating the cluster (which is on average more metal poor than local Cepheids) distance.
